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Adani Foundation introduces tribal farmers at ACC Chaibasa site to
sustainable irrigation techniques for year-round yield

EDITOR’S SYNOPSIS

e Solar-powered lift irrigation units covering 169 acres of farmland across 3 villages near ACC Chaibasa
unit in West Singhbhum, Jharkhand results in average increase in yield of Rs. 30,000 per acre.

e 169 farmers from indigenous tribes have been able to cultivate Kharif, Rabi, and Jayad crops, nearly
doubling their incomes, even increasing youth participation, reducing migration.

e  Foundation plans to augment the scheme by adding a new 80 HP lift irrigation unit which will further
benefit an additional 100 farmers covering 100 acres more of farmland in this financial year.

Jharkhand, 06 May 2024: ACC, the cement and building material company of the diversified Adani
Portfolio, along with Adani Foundation has infused modern irrigation techniques to uplift the socio-
economic landscape of a traditional farming community near the ACC Chaibasa site. Through CSR
efforts, the predominantly tribal community has been introduced to solar-powered lift irrigation,
resulting in significant positive impacts on the revenue, scale, variety, and continuity of agricultural
yield through the year. This success has even encouraged the youth and community members here
for higher participation in the activity, reducing their need to migrate.

For 80% of farmers of West Singhbhum district, Jharkhand, agriculture has been the primary source
of livelihood. However, being an area surrounded by dense forest cover, hilly terrain, and rivers, it had
always been a challenging activity. During their assessment, the Adani Foundation team identified
undulating terrain, rain-fed agriculture, a lack of technical knowledge, limited market access, and huge
poverty as some of the primary challenges for the farmers here, of whom 67% (2001 Census) belong
to indigenous tribes.

Owing to these concerns, the farmers had been unable to make ample and stable income, reeling from
effects of inconsistent crop cycles, as well as declining interest of the younger generation in
agriculture, resulting in high migration to earn livelihoods after the monsoon cultivation. Hence, CSR
efforts have been focussed on ensuring livelihood sustainability with the support of sustainable
irrigation options.

With a vision of supporting year-round irrigation, the CSR team narrowed down on solar-powered lift
irrigation units, which facilitate stable supply of water to wider patches of farmland, irrespective of
terrain. A total of 169 farmers from six different kisan samitis (farmer groups) across three villages —
Dokatta, Kondowa, and Rajanka — of the district have benefitted from the support provided by six lift
irrigation units. One of these units (80 HP) covers 95 acres, while five others (5HP) have the capacity
to support irrigation across 10 to 18 acres each, covering 169 acres of farmland in all.

Benefitting from a stable water supply, this initiative has not only helped farmers cultivate Kharif, Rabi,
and even Jayad crops through the year, but the diversion from traditional to cash crops has also
resulted in significantly higher yield, an average of Rs 30,000 per acre increase over earlier. This
translates to generation of additional daily income equivalent to 10 human days per acre.
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Take for example, Prakash Honhaga, a beneficiary from Dokatta village. His 1.5-acre farmland has
yielded an additional income of Rs. 40,000, thanks to Kharif and Rabi crops made possible by lift
irrigation. Additionally, this initiative has reduced malnutrition through regular availability of
vegetables and nutritious food for the community.

Further advantages include initiation of agriculture-allied activities such as animal husbandry and food
processing in the area. A new fruit tree plantation has also been envisioned in the command area as
an added advantage of the lift irrigation system.

And, in a complete turnaround, all these positive impacts have encouraged the youth to take a keener
interest in agriculture, and helped the community cut down the need for outward migration.
Prompted by this success, the Foundation plans to augment the scheme by adding a new 80 HP lift
irrigation unit which will further benefit an additional 100 farmers covering 100 acres more of
farmland in this financial year. These irrigation solutions by Adani Foundation at villages near the ACC
Chaibasa site underscore their commitment to social responsibility and sustainable development,
creating positive impacts, and fostering inclusive growth in West Singhbhum district.

About ACC Limited

ACC Limited, a subsidiary of Ambuja Cements, is one of India’s leading producers of cement and ready-mix
concrete. It is a member of the diversified Adani Group - the largest and fastest-growing portfolio of diversified
sustainable businesses. ACC has 20 cement manufacturing sites, over 82 concrete plants and a nationwide
network of channel partners to serve its customers. With a world-class R&D Centre, the quality of ACC’s products
and services, as well as its commitment to technological development, make it a preferred brand in building
materials. Established in 1936, ACC has been recognised as India’s Most Trusted Cement Brand by TRA Research
in its Brand Trust Report 2024 and among ‘Iconic Brands of India’ by The Economic Times. ACC is counted among
‘India's Top 50 companies contributing to inclusive growth’ by SKOCH and ‘India's Top 50 Most Sustainable
Companies’ by BW Businessworld. With sustainability at the core of its strategy, ACC is the first Indian Cement
Company to sign the Net Zero Pledge with Science Based Targets. ACC Suraksha, ACC Concrete Plus, ACC Gold,
ACC F2R, and ACC HPC are now enlisted in GRIHA product catalogue.

About the Adani Foundation

The Adani Foundation, the community support and engagement arm of the Adani Group, is dedicated to making
strategic social investments to achieve sustainable outcomes throughout India. Since 1996, the Foundation has
focused on core areas including education, health, sustainable livelihood, skill development and community
infrastructure. With its strategies based on national priorities and global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
the Foundation is known for its innovative approach and focus on sustainability, which contributes to the well-
being and wealth of communities surrounding the Adani Group's businesses and beyond. At present, it operates
in 5,753 villages across 19 states, impacting the lives of 7.3 million people.

For further information on this release, please contact: roy.paul@adani.com
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